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DRAFT 
AAC Minutes – September, 2011 
In attendance: Gloria Cook (Chair & Secretary), Jana Mathews, Sebastian Novak, Wenxian 
Zhang, Nancy Decker, Maria Ruiz, Fiona Harper, Jennifer Cavanaugh (Associate Dean of Arts and 
Sciences) 
Guests in attendance: Dexter Boniface (LACS), John Sinclair (Music) 
The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. 
1. The approval of minutes – 8/23/2011 & 8/30/2011 
Fiona pointed out that Giselda Beaudin’s name was misspelled. It was noted and corrected. 
 
2. The Revision of Latin American and Caribbean Studies Minor 
Dexter Boniface presented a proposal to revise the LACS minor requirement. The new proposal 
allows students to count three courses instead of two from other departments to fulfill the six-
course requirements for LACS minor. Dexter informed the committee that many departments 
allow ‘double-dipping” in their minors, except for LACS and Asian Studies. He believed that this 
revision will attract more students to minor in LACS without sacrificing the quality of the 
program. Although Dexter wanted an LACS program to be able to ‘stand on its own legs’, its 
interdisciplinary nature should justify this kind of revision. Dexter pointed out that Political 
Science was a good example that allows this kind of double-dipping in their minor. Nancy 
questioned the Latin American courses offered by the History department and asked if they 
were going to be continued. Sebastian confirmed that LACS electives are on the History 
Department schedule. Sebastian asked if the minor revision will affect the seniors. Gloria 
answered that once AAC approves a proposal, it will go into effect.  Jana asked Dexter if he has 
been tracking the enrollment of the LACS minor. Dexter said that the low number is a concern 
and that the revision should address this concern. Nancy pointed out the new study abroad 
program in Argentina should be attractive to LACS students. Maria asked if Rollins still maintains 
a strong tie with Mexico. Dexter said that it is unfortunate that Rollins does not have any links 
with study abroad with Mexico at present. Gloria complimented Dexter on the revision and 
believed that it will enhance the quality of the program with its structural flexibility. 
Fiona proposed the motion to accept the revision of LACS. Wenxian seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was passed unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Music Department Curricular Revision Proposal 
John Sinclair proposed a modest change to the music curriculum.  This proposal involves the 
addition of a 300 level Music Technology for Musician’s courses in the core curriculum. Music 
majors can choose between Global music and Music Technology to fulfill this component of the 
core curriculum. In this new proposal, the capstone course will be removed. Students are 
required to take 4 electives instead of 3 and one of these can be an independent study. John 
emphasized that this change is to further refine the curriculum as a result of the distinction the 
Music Department made last year in applied music. Applied music now has a P or C designate. P 
is designed for a performance major and C is for conducting, composition, piano pedagogy, jazz 
studies and music technology. John strongly believes that this separation will help music 
students see the distinction in music and prepare them for a career path, whether it is in 
entertainment law, business, technology, classroom teaching or performance. Maria Ruiz 
questioned the removal of the capstone course and suggested that the Music Department look 
into capstone certification with embedded meta skills and concepts that the Music department 
would identify. John agreed with her and requested that she help the Music Department with 
this certification. John emphasized the Music Department has to coordinate a huge amount of 
activities for their majors because of the growing number of majors - 108 A & S students, 87 
Holt.  Nancy mentioned the Study Abroad program and John suggested that the structure of the 
music curriculum should encourage students to study abroad, especially in Germany. Fiona 
asked about the pre-requisite to MUS 152. John said that most freshmen have had AP theory 
and would be able to take MUS 152 by passing the placement test. Hence, he took MUS 151 out 
of the core curriculum. John also talked about the MAT program. Wenxian asked whether he is 
still interested in forming the School of Music. John replied that he will have to wait for NASM’s 
next visit before he can entertain this idea. 
 
Nancy made the motion to approve the curricular changes to the music proposal. Wenxian 
seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously  
 
4. Discussion on the suspension of the “N” gen ed requirement for the classes 2013-2014 non 
science students. 
AAC approved this suspension last year. Jenny expressed her concern that the appeal 
process might put a huge burden on the Appeals Committee. Fiona stressed that it will be 
very difficult to provide the “N” requirement for students with the limited number of lab 
portables during the construction of Bush. AAC, with the help of Toni Strollo, reaffirmed the 
automatic suspension of the “N” gen ed requirement for the classes of 2013-14 non-majors. 
 
With no further business on the agenda, Gloria made the motion to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Fiona. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:47 p.m. 
Gloria Cook 
Chair and Secretary 
 
